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STAFF : 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  A.  LOFTUS,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.M.,  D.P.H. 
(to  August,  1957) 

Dr.  CARL  BURNS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.H.,  D.P.H. 
(from  1st  December,  1957) 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

JOHN  WILSON,  D.P.A.  (Bond.),  M.R.S.H.,  M.P.H.I.A., 
A.M.I.P.H.E. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
Certificate  of  R.S.I.  as  Smoke  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to 

Buildings  and  Public  Works. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 
K.  BLOWER,  M.P.H.I.A. 

G.  CROWE,  M.P.H.I.A.,  A.R.S.H. 


Chief  Clerk: 

M.  COLLINGWOOD. 


Assistant  Clerk: 

E.  MARKLEW. 

Handyman : 


S.  WRIGHT. 
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Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 

Brownhills. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Brownhills  Urban  District  for  the  year  1957. 

The  Council  will  be  aware  that  my  appointment  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  commenced  only  in  the  last  month  of  the  year 
so  that  my  introductory  comments  in  the  Report  must,  of  necessity, 
be  brief. 

It  is  gratifying  that,  after  the  occurrence  of  a case  of  diphtheria 
in  1956,  no  case  occurred  in  1957.  The  district  was  also  fortunate 
in  that  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year  and 
that  the  outbreak  of  dysentery  which  occurred  in  1956  was  not 
repeated.  There  was,  however,  an  outbreak  of  measles  to  which 
further  reference  is  made  in  the  body  of  the  report.  The  almost 
complete  absence  of  notifications  of  dysentery  and  food  poisoning 
is  no  cause  for  complacency  and  insistence  on  rigid  standards  of 
hygiene  in  food  premises  and  catering  establishments  remains  of 
paramount  importance. 

The  situation  regarding  pulmonary  tuberculosis  improved 
with  falls  both  in  the  number  of  new  cases  notified  and  in  the 
number  of  deaths.  Further  reference  to  this  is  made  in  the  body 
of  the  report. 

The  general  pattern  of  mortality  from  different  causes  remained 
largely  unchanged,  although  there  was  a fall  in  the  standard  death 
rate  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  certified  as  caused  by 
influenza,  doubtless  due  to  the  outbreak  which  occurred  in  the 
autumn  and  which  was  part  of  a world  wide  epidemic  of  the  disease. 
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I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the 
work  of  this  department,  and  to  the  Chief  Pubhc  Health  Inspector 
and  members  of  the  staff  for  their  ever  wilUng  and  whole-hearted 
co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
CARL  BURNS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  Brownhills  Urban  District  is  in  the  southern  half  of  the 
County  of  Staffordshire  on  the  fringe  of  the  Birmingham  conurbation. 

The  altitude  of  the  district  varies  from  420  feet  to  600  feet 
above  sea  level. 

The  subsoil  is  mainly  of  sand  and  gravel  overlying  coal  seams. 
SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Until  recent  years  mining  has  been  the  principal  and  almost 
the  sole  industry  of  this  area.  This  pattern  is  changing  for  the 
Council  have  wisely  made  provision  for  new  industry  in  their 
development  schemes.  This  enlightened  outlook  will  benefit  both 
the  individual  and  the  district  as  a whole. 

AREA  AND  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  6,307  acres.  The  rateable  value  is 
£136,478.  The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £549  15s.  Od. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  the  estimated  population  is 
22,680  (mid-year).  The  provisional  population  according  to  the 
1951  census  was  21,482,  which  showed  an  increase  of  3,114  over 
the  1931  census.  The  1951  census  showed  that  there  were  10,759 
males  and  10,723  females.  The  density  of  population  is  3.6  per 
acre. 

HOUSING. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  houses  built  during  1957 

By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . 252 

Permanent  houses  by  the  Local  Authority  . . 356 

(including  83  bimgalows). 
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The  opening,  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council,  of  the 
Welfare  scheme  for  aged  and  handicapped  persons  will  provide 
much  needed  accommodation  for  such  persons  where  they  can 
maintain  their  independence  while  having  assistance  close  at  hand 
should  they  require  it.  The  progress  of  this  scheme  will  be  watched 
with  great  interest  both  locally  and  outside  the  district. 


Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


BIRTHS,  1957. 

Male  Female  Total 
229  . . 188  . . 417 

4 . . 6 . . 10 


Total  . . 427 


Male  Female  Total 
6 . . 8 . . 14 

1 1 


Total  . . 15 


The  number  of  hve  births  gives  a birth  rate  of  18.83  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  The  area  comparability  factor  for 
births  is  0.96  and  this  gives  a corrected  birth  rate  of  18.08. 

Still  births  numbered  15.  This  gives  a still  birth  rate  of  0.66 
per  thousand  of  the  population,  or  a still  birth  rate  of  33.94  per 
thousand  total  births  (hve  and  still). 

DEATHS,  1957. 

Deaths  numbered  202.  112  males  and  90  females. 

This  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  8.91  per  thousand  of  the 
population  and  a standard  rate  of  12.03  per  thousand  (the  area 


comparabihty  factor  is  1.35). 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  2 

Mortahty  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births . . 4.52 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . . . 15 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . 35.00 

There  was  one  illegitimate  death  recorded. 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  . . . . 13 

Mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  . . . . . . 30.44 


The  number  and  causes  of  deaths  for  1957  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables  : — 
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DEATHS,  1957. 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 



1 

Tuberculosis,  other 







Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 



Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 



Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 



Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 



Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 



Measles 







Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 





Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

_ 

Othe  malignant  and  lymphatic  noeplasms 

10 

10 

20 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 





Diabetes 



3 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

13 

30 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

13 

26 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

3 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

14 

23 

37 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

3 

4 

7 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 



— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

2 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

4 

21 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . . 

3 

1 

4 

All  other  accidents 

5 

— 

5 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— ■ 

— 

AU  causes  . . 

112 

90 

202 

The  death  rate  (per  thousand  of  the  population)  for  Tuber- 
culosis is  0.04,  for  Influenza  0.31,  for  Pneumonia  0.40  and  Bronchitis 
0.49. 


DEATHS— AGE  DISTRIBUTION. 


Under 
1 yr. 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70  & 
over 

Total 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

13 

27 

48 

87 

202 

67%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  60  years. 
33%  were  under  60  years. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Under 

1 

month 

1-3 

2-3 

Months 

3-4  1 4-5  j 5-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

4 

4 

Congenital  Atelectasis 

Cardiac  Inhibition  and 

4 

4 

Asphyxia 

Asphyxia.  Swallowed  rim  of 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

watch  glass 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  the 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Newborn 

1 

1 

Septicaemia.  Spina  Bifida 
Pyaemia.  Umbihcal  Infec- 

1 

1 

tion.  Prematurity 

1 

1 

Post  Maturitv 

1 

1 

Total  . . 15 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  FOR  THE  LAST 
TEN  YEARS. 

(Rates  per  1,000  Uve  births). 


Year 

Number. 

Rate. 

1948 

16 

40.7 

1949 

9 

21.9 

1950 

17 

43.7 

1951 

9 

27.8 

1952 

10 

29.7 

1953 

12 

33.1 

1954 

11 

30.4 

1955 

5 

15.1 

1956 

14 

37.2 

1957 

15 

35.0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  case  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  respect  of 


certain  infectious  diseases  are  as  follows  : — 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . . . . . . . 0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.01 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . 4.72 

Erysipelas  . . . . . . . . . . . . <>.13 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.37 

Pneumonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.15 

Acute  Pohomyehtis 

(including  Poho-encephaUtis)  . . . . 0.00 

Food  Poisoning  . . . . . . . . . . 0.00 

Dysentery  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.04 


The  outbreak  of  measles  which  resulted  in  426  cases  is  part 
of  the  natural  cycle  of  this  disease,  epidemics  of  which  tend  to 
recur  in  alternate  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS  I 

N 1957 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Under  1 year 

1 to  5 years 

6 to  10 

10  to  15 

15  to  20 

20  to  30 

30  to  40 

40  to  50 

50  to  60 

60  to  70  „ 

70  and  over 

1 1 

1 1 

2 

2 

2 1 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

6 6 

- 

1 

- 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  each  year  : — 


Pulmonary. 

Male  Female 

N on-Piulmonary 
Male  Female 

Total 

1952 

. . 71  . 

. 74 

18 

. . 27  . . 

190 

1953 

. . 81 

. 87 

14 

. . 23  . . 

205 

1954 

. . 93 

. 96 

15 

. . 24  . . 

228 

1955 

..  92 

. 87 

17 

. . 23  . . 

219 

1956 

. . 97  • 

. 92 

19 

. . 23  . . 

231 

1957 

..  105 

. 101 

18 

. . 23  . . 

247 

The  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  on  the  register  in  spite  of  a falhng  rate  of  notification 
of  new  cases,  is  due  to  the  tendency  of  these  cases  to  live  longer 
under  the  influence  of  modem  treatment.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
death  rate  has  again  fallen,  only  one  person  having  died  of  Pulmon- 
ary Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Welfare,  Maternity,  School  Health  and  Tuberculosis  after- 
care services  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council.  Within 
the  general  ambit  of  these  services  the  appropriate  chnics  are  held 
at  places  suitably  accessible  for  the  district. 

The  Home  Help,  Home  Nursing  and  Ambulance  services  are 
also  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

HOSPITALS. 

General : Walsall  General  and  WalsaU  Manor  Hospitals. 

Maternity : There  is  one  private  maternity  home  situated  in 
the  area.  The  district  is  mostly  served  by  Lichfield  and  WalsaU 
Maternity  Hospitals  and  Ivy  House  Hospital,  Cannock. 

X-ray  facihties  ; At  Hospitals  and  Mass  Radiography  unit. 
Ambulance  Station,  Walsall. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Stafford  branch  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Services. 
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BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
Coombe  House, 

Brownhills. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills -Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I came  to  Brownhills  in  1946,  and  since  that  date  I have 
submitted  twelve  Annual  Reports,  this  being  the  twelfth. 

The  first  few  years  were  devoted  to  a programme  of  recovery, 
but  gradually  new  legislation  has  found  its  way  on  to  the  statute 
book  until  we  have  now  quite  an  array  of  armament.  Rules  in  a 
book  are  of  little  use  unless  Councils,  officers  and  above  aU  the 
general  public  are  prepared  to  put  them  into  effect.  The  health 
of  every  man,  woman  and  child  is  so  important  that  there  must 
be  no  restriction  on  the  preservation  of  health.  We  must,  I repeat 
must,  use  all  the  armament  that  has  been  put  at  our  disposal  to 
attain  and  preserve  clean  air,  clean  and  safe  food,  good  and  whole- 
some water  supplies  and  fit  houses. 

This  report  contains  the  threads  woven  by  the  Pubhc  Health 
Inspector  into  this  tapestry  of  fife.  We  hope  the  future  may  record 
even  greater  successes. 


PART  II— STAFF. 

The  establishment  is  two  additional  pubhc  health  inspectors. 
A full  staff  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  this  is 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  both  inspectors  have  local  attachments. 
In  view  of  the  national  shortage  this  position  is  gratifying  and 
has  helped  to  produce  a continuity  of  effort.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  replace  qualified  staff  at  the  present  rates  of  pay. 

Overtime  has  been  necessary  on  meat  inspection  and  Shops 
Act  (closing  hours)  inspections. 

Mr.  D.  Pickering  took  up  duties  as  a pupil  public  health 
inspector  in  September,  and  we  hope  he  will  find  his  work  interesting 
and  worth  while. 

The  members  of  my  staff  have  applied  themselves  to  their 
several  tasks  with  a marked  abihty  and  diligence.  I am  grateful  to 
them  for  their  efforts  which  have  made  it  possible  for  me  to  pose 
myself  the  question  how  much  should  be  left  out  rather  than  what 
shall  I put  in. 
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PART  III— WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  water  supply  is  in  the  capable  hands  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company.  This  Department  has  supple- 
mented the  work  of  the  Company  by  taking  186  samples  for  bacter- 
iological examination.  This  work  is  carried  out  with  particular 
reference  to  areas  affected  by  severe  mining  subsidence,  and  in  11 
cases  small  counts  were  obtained.  Taps  are  sterilized  by  a flame 
and  every  effort  is  taken  to  ensuie  that  a proper  sample  is  obtained, 
but  where  only  a single  house  appears  to  be  affected,  follow-up 
samples  are  taken  along  with  adjoining  properties  and  a control 
sample  from  an  area  on  a different  branch  main.  It  is  frequently 
found  that  tap  washers  retain  bacteria  and  give  rise  to  isolated 
counts.  When  some  definite  data  is  available  the  matter  is  referred 
to  the  Company  for  their  attention. 

I have  no  information  as  to  the  amount  of  damage  to  the 
mains  caused  by  mining  subsidence.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
collate  the  colliery  working,  mains  damage  and  sampling,  and  I 
presume  the  Company  do  something  along  these  Lines. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer-in-Chief,  R.  A.  Robertson,  Esq., 
for  supplying  the  following  statement  on  the  water  supply  to  the 
Urban  District : — 

“1.  The  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

2.  The  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Brownhills  is  afforded 
from  pumping  stations  situated  outside  the  boundary  of  the 
Authority. 

All  the  waters  as  pumped  are  examined  at  regular  intervals, 
both  bacteriologically  and  chemically.  Bacteriological 
samples  are  also  examined  of  the  raw  waters  where  treatment 
is  practised. 

During  1957,  one  out  of  44  samples  from  Sandhills  Pumping 
Station  contained  aerogenes  bacteria  in  100  ml. 

Routine  samples  were  examined  from  the  Municipal  Buildings 
at  Brownhills,  from  No.  1 High  Street,  Clayhanger,  and  from  the 
Waterman’s  house,  Norton  Canes. 

One  out  of  15  samples  from  the  Municipal  Buildings,  Brown- 
hills contained  aerogenes  bacteria  in  50  ml.  4 out  of  15  samples 
from  Clayhanger  contained  coliform  bacteria,  one  confirming  Bact. 
coli,  2 aerogenes  and  one  intermediate  bacteria,  and  one  out  of  11 
samples  from  the  Waterman’s  house,  Norton  Canes  contained 
irregular  type  bacteria  in  50  ml. 

44  samples  were  examined  from  Coppice  Road  and  Camden 
Street,  Walsall  Wood,  and  only  one  contained  any  coliform  bacteria. 
This  was  from  8,  Coppice  Road,  where  irregular  type  bacteria  were 
present  in  100  ml. 


The  average  chemical  results  for  1957  of  the  tap  samples 
from  Waterman,  Norton  Canes  and  Municipal  Buildings,  Brown- 


hills  were  : — 

Norton  Canes 

Brownhills 

pH  

7.7 

7.5 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

83.0 

parts  per  million 

..  118.0 

Chlorides  (Cl)  . . 

15.4 

28.3 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

. . Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

.010  . . 

Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

3.2  .. 

7.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3hr.  at  27°C) 

.18  . . 

.12 

Temporary  Hardness 

77.0 

..  113.0 

Permanent  Hardness 

49.0 

..  116.0 

Total  Hardness 

126.0 

. . 229.0 

Iron  (Fe) 

.02  . . 

.03 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil 

. . Nil 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Nil 

. . Nil 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  & Pb)) . . 

Nil 

. . Nil 

Free  Cl. 

0.07  . . 

. . Nil 

3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency,  no  lead  being 
found  in  any  of  the  samples  examined. 

4.  SteriUsation  of  waters  is  carried  out  where  possible  at  the 
pumping  stations  as  a precautionary  measure.  Special 
apparatus  and  staff  are  available  in  the  event  of  contamination. 
Chlorination  on  site  is  practised,  following  burst  mains,  etc., 
laying  of  new  mains,  and  emptying  of  reservoirs.  New  mains, 
etc.  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined 
and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

5.  Number  of  dweUing  houses  supphed  from  public  water  mains  : 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses  . . 7,212 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  . . 52 


7,264 


The  population  is  estimated  by  the  Company  at  3.75  persons 
per  house.” 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  houses  supphed  by  stand 
pipes  has  decreased  from  90  in  1956,  to  52  in  1957.  This  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  most  of  these  houses  are  included  in  the  Housing  slum 
clearance  programme.  Stand  pipes  in  this  case  includes  houses 
with  a joint  water  supply  in  a common  wash-house  and  not  just  the 
familiar  yard  tap. 

PART  IV— SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

Immediately  after  the  war  the  Council  undertook  the  task  of 
caUing  upon  the  owners  of  property  to  convert  out-dated  and 
insanitary  closets  to  water  closets.  Some  450  conversions  were 
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completed  due  to  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
(either  Sections  44  or  47  were  used  according  to  circumstances) . In 
recent  years  two  new  factors  have  operated  to  further  reduce  the 
numbers  of  old-fashioned  sanitary  appliances  in  use — improvement 
grants  and  slum  clearance.  Improvement  grants  have  helped  the 
owners  of  isolated  houses  to  install  modern  means  of  sewage 
disposal  capable  of  taking  the  increased  amount  of  sewage  conseq- 
uent upon  the  installation  of  a bathroom  and  water  closet. 

According  to  our  records  the  number  of  pails  has  been  reduced 
by  51,  and  the  number  of  privies  by  14.  The  following  tables, 
which  as  recent  as  1950  showed  a total  of  288,  now  shows  only  73 
pails  and  privies.  In  addition  there  are  4 temporary  chemical 
closets  at  Chasewater  and  5 at  a factory  in  course  of  development. 

TABLE  I— SEWER  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

To  be 
con- 
verted 

For 

H.A. 

action 

To  be 
con- 
verted 

For 

H.A. 

action 

Norton  Canes  (including  Little  Wyrley) 

— 

2 

_ 

1 

Brownhills  West 

— 

— 

— 

Walsall  Wood  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

— 

— 

■ — 

Brownhills 

— 

Totals 



•) 

— 

O 

TABLE  II— SEWER  NOT  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails 

1 rivies 

Norton  Canes  (including  Little  \\  yrley) 

23 

20 

Brownhills  West 

7 

3 

Walsall  Wood 

() 

4 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

1 

Brownhills 

4 

1 

Totals 

40 

29 

14 


PART  V— SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


(1)  Brownhills,  Brownhills  West,  Walsall  Wood  and  Clayhanger 
are  sewered  to  the  Green  Lane  Works,  Walsall  Wood.  In  the 
last  10  years  the  Works  have  been  progressively  modernised. 
Reconstruction  of  the  trunk  sewers  so  as  to  avoid  the  areas 
affected  by  severe  mining  subsidence  is  in  hand.  When  these 
works  are  completed  it  should  be  easier  to  maintain  a good 
effluent,  and  in  this  district  a high  standard  of  purity  is  essential 
as  the  brook  course  to  which  the  outfall  discharges  is  of  relat- 
ively small  volume. 

33  samples  of  the  sewage  effluent  and  the  brook  course,  before 
and  after  receiving  the  effluent,  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis. 

(2)  The  village  of  Norton  Canes  has  its  own  sewerage  system  and 
disposal  works  constructed  immediately  before  the  last  war. 
Of  the  73  houses  not  on  the  water  carriage  system,  46  are  on 
the  outskirts  of  this  area. 

(3)  Sandhills  is  now  sewered,  the  pumping  station  is  working  and 
all  the  houses  are  connected  to  the  new  sewer.  Action  started 
last  year  under  Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
completed  this  operation  involving  some  57  houses. 

(4)  Shelfield  and  small  areas  in  WatUng  Street  and  Heath  Hayes 
are  sewered  to  the  Works  of  adjoining  authorities  under  the 
terms  of  agreements. 


PART  VI— REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  controlled  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  Any  complaints  we  receive  as  to  accumula- 
tions of  refuse  are  referred  to  the  appropriate  officer  and  are  speedily 
dealt  with. 

The  Cinderella  of  the  service,  refuse  disposal,  presents  a serious 
problem.  The  method  of  disposal  is  by  tipping,  and  I deliberately 
omit  the  word  ‘ controlled.’  It  may  be  that  the  Council  will  have 
to  budget  for  an  increase  in  expenditure  in  this  work,  but  an  improve- 
ment is  overdue.  In  the  interests  of  economy  we  may  have  pre- 
varicated, but  the  fact  that  the  tips  are  not  so  obviously  a nuisance 
to  inhabitants  is  not  a sufficient  reason  for  them  continuing  in  their 
present  state. 

The  dustbin  supply  service  operated  by  this  department  has 
issued  626  bins. 
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PART  VII. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Total  Visits 
Complaints  received 
Houses  inspected  —Public  Health  Act 
— Housing  Act 
— Overcrowding 
— Verminous  or  Dirty 
— Improvement  Grants 
— Subsidence  Damage 
— Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Caravans 

Butchers’  Shops  . . 

Fish  Fryers 
Bakehouses 
Slaughterhouses  . . 

Food  Premises 

Meat  Inspections 

Other  Food  Inspections  . . 

Shops  Act  . . 

Dustbins 

New  Dustbins  delivered 

Ashpits 

Refuse  Tips 

Water  Closets 

Pails 

Privies 

Cesspools  . . 

Drains — new  and/or  tested 

— existing  and/or  defective 
— cleansed 
Rodent  Control 
Atmospheric  Pollution 
Petroleum  Storage 
Factories  . . 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 
Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 
Miscellaneous 

Samples  • — water,  bacteriological 
— water,  chemical 
— ice-cream 
— faeces 


6,256 

302 

1,743 

605 

25 

18 

50 

35 

74 
37!) 

SO 

34 
10 
20 
69 

778 

24 

35 
49 

626 

32 

25 
44 
30 

6 

56 

8 

75 
90 

446 

40 

27 

116 

34 

68 

254 

186 

33 
18 
13 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Informal  Notices  brought  forward  from  1956  . . ..  ..  76 

Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . • • • • • • 71 

Informal  Notices  comphed  with  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  104* 

Informal  Notices  carried  forward  to  1958  . . . . . . • • 43 

♦Includes  28  superseded  by  Statutory  Notices. 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


TABLE  HI. 

Brought 

Served 

Complied 

Carried 

forward 

with 

forward 

from  1950 

to  1958 

Section  7,  Factories  Act,  1937 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1930 

14 

15 

17 

12 

Section  45,  Public  Health  Act,  1930 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1930 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Section  92,  93,  P.  Health  Act,  1930 

35 

35 

40 

30 

Section  9,  Housing  Act,  193G 

- 

0 

4 

2 

Totals 

52 

59 

04 

47 

PART  VIII— HOUSING. 

The  Council’s  5 year  slum  clearance  programme  provided  for 
673  houses  to  be  dealt  with. 

This  work  is  proceeding  in  accordance  with  the  plan  and  if  the 
present  rate  of  progress  is  maintained,  the  programme  will  be 
completed  within  the  5 years  allotted.  There  are  occasional  delays 
in  re-housing  due  to  the  type  of  houses  being  completed  not  always 
coinciding  with  the  size  of  family  to  be  re-housed,  but  generally 
speaking  every  effort  is  made  to  marry  supply  and  demand. 

Some  tenants  object  to  compulsory  re-housing.  In  the  case  of 
elderly  people  I have  every  sympathy  with  their  wish  not  to  be 
disturbed,  but  it  is  surprising  how  much  they  appreciate  modem 
surroundings  when  they  do  take  up  residence  in  a new  bungalow. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

The  Council  made  decisions  in  respect  of  108  houses  under  the 
terms  of  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  (Section  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957)  during  the  3^ear. 

They  were  as  follows  : — 

8,  Brownhills  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

119,  121,  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes. 

22,  24,  Canal  Side,  HaU  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

19,  Newlands  Lane,  Heath  Hayes. 

256,  Watling  Street,  Norton  Canes. 

26,  Canal  Side,  Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing  Order). 

15,  16,  Slough  Cottages,  Brownhills.  (Undertaking). 

11,  13,  Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills. 

13,  Green  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

2,  Church  Road,  Brownhills.  (Undertaking). 

17,  Slough  Cottages,  Brownhills.  (Undertaking). 

15,  17,  Newlands  Lane,  Heath  Hayes. 

99,  101,  Lichfield  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

36,  Beech  Tree  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 


74,  76,  High  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 
o9,  61,  Green  Lane,  Norton  Canes. 

29b,  Boatman’s  Lane,  Walsall  Wood.  (Undertaking). 

83,  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes. 

30,  32,  Walsall  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

131,  133,  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes. 

346,  348,  Hednesford  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

55,  Chester  Road  North,  Brownhills.  (Closing  Order). 

33,  35,  37,  39,  Spring  Lane,  High  Heath.  (B.U.D.C.). 

269,  271,  High  Street,  Brownhills.  (B.U.D.C.). 

96,  98,  100,  Chester  Road,  Shire  Oak,  Brownhills.  (B.U.D.C.). 
47,  Chester  Road  North,  Brownhills.  (B.U.D.C.). 

4,  6,  Green  Lane.  Walsall  Wood.  (B.U.D.C.). 

83,  85,  Beech  Tree  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

99,  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes. 

8,  10,  Clayhanger  Road,  Brownhills. 

60,  Commonside,  Brownhills. 

39,  40,  Friezland  Lane,  Brownhills. 

44,  Furst  Street,  Brownhills. 

198,  Lichfield  Road,  Shelfield. 

45,  47,  Seeds  Lane,  Brownhills. 

20a,  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills.  (Closing  Order). 

16,  18,  Bridge  Street,  Clayhanger. 

Caravan  at  71,  Friezland  Lane,  Brownhills. 

2,  Great  Charles  Street,  BrownhiUs. 

36,  38,  40,  42,  Green  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

3,  5,  High  Street,  Clayhanger. 

Caravan,  Yates  Boat  Dock,  Norton  Road,  Pelsall. 

254,  255,  School  Lane,  Norton  Canes. 

29,  31,  Vigo  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

102,  High  Street,  Brownhills.  (Closing  Order). 

127,  129,  131,  High  Street,  Brownhills.  (Closing  Orders). 

133,  135,  137,  139,  High  Street,  Brownhills.  (Closing  Orders). 
2,  4,  King  Street,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing  Orders). 

68,  70,  72,  Beech  Tree  Road,  WalsaU  Wood. 

32,  Brookland  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

57,  Chester  Road  North,  Brownhills. 

42,  Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

191,  193,  195,  Hednesford  Road,  Brownhills  West. 

72,  High  Street,  Walsall  Woood. 

16,  Queen  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

4,  Washbrook  Lane,  Norton  Canes. 

66,  Commonside,  Brownhills.  (B.U.D.C.). 

20,  22,  Field  Lane,  High  Heath. 

52,  54,  Lichfield  Road,  Sandhills. 

126,  128,  130,  132,  Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

171,  173,  175,  Hednesford  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

14,  Whitehorse  Road,  Brownhills  West. 


18 


Clearance  Areas. 


A total  of  98  houses  have  been  included  in  declared  Clearance 
Areas,  and  action  taken  is  indicated. 


Clearance  Area  No.  19  : 

260,  262,  264,  266, 
Hednesford  Road, 
Norton  Canes. 

Clearance  Area  No.  20  ; 

127- 137,  Lichfield  Road, 
Shelfield. 

Clearance  Area  No.  21 : 

128- 174,  High  Street, 
Brownhills. 


Clearance  Order. 

Clearance  Order. 

Part  of  No.  12 
Compulsory  Purchase 
Order. 


Clearance  Area  No.  22  : 

2-8  and  12,  Turf  Cottage, 
Walsall  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

Clearance  Area  No.  23  : 

2,  4,  6,  8,  Betty’s  Lane, 

Norton  Canes. 

Clearance  Area  No.  24  : 

11-25,  Brownhills  Road, 

Norton  Canes. 

Clearance  Area  No.  25  : 

8-22,  Burntwood  Road, 

Norton  Canes. 

Clearance  Area  No.  26  : 

68-74,  Ogley  Road, 

Brownhills. 

Clearance  Area  No.  27  : 

93,  95,  97,  WalsaU  Road, 
Norton  Canes. 

Clearance  Area  No.  28  : 

196-202,  High  Street, 
Brownhills. 

Clearance  Area  No.  30  : 

112-116,  Clayhanger  Lane, 
Brownhills. 

Clearance  Area  No.  31  : 

60-74,  Lichfield  Road, 

Walsall  Wood. 

Clearance  Area  No.  32  : 

8-22,  Lichfield  Road, 
Brownhills. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


Clearance  Order. 


I!) 


Clearance  Area  No.  33  : 

41-47,  Lichfield  Road, 

Brownhills.  Clearance  Order. 

Clearance  Area  No.  34  : 

154-160,  Salters  Road, 

Walsall  Wood.  Clearance  Order. 

In  addition  houses  No.  26-44,  Ogley  Road,  Brownhills  were 
excluded  from  No.  9 Compulsory  Purchase  Order  and  declared  as 
“ Clearance  Area  No.  10a,  Clearance  Order,”  which  was  confirmed 
without  publication. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  work  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  along  with  the  repair  work  carried  out  under  the 
Public  Health  Act : — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  285 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  . . 2,348 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 206 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notice  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelhng  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . . - 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  52 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 59 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Ovmers  . . - 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . 91 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . . . 33 

(d)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  17(i) 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . . . . . 13 

(e)  Undertakings  accepted  under  Section  16  (4)  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

(f)  Procedure  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  declared 

Clearance  Areas  . . . . . . . . . . 98 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  confirmed  Clearance  or  Compulsory- 
Purchase  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . 29 

4.  Re-housing  from  unfit  property  : 

Families  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  . . . . 59 

Persons  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  . . . . 231 

Families  re-housed  from  Demolition  Orders,  etc.  . . 52 

Persons  re-housed  from  Demolition  Order,  etc.  . . . . 167 

Improvement  Grants. 

18  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  received  (Nos. 
47  and  49  to  65  inclusive  in  the  register).  The  applications  No. 
47,  51  and  64  were  refused  on  account  that  the  conditions  of  grant 
would  not  be  complied  with.  The  “ approved  expense  ” of  the  15 
grants  approved  totalled  £4,309,  and  the  grant  was  for  50%  of  the 
amount  in  each  case. 

In  1950,  a survey  made  of  3,345  privately  owned  houses 
revealed  that  only  27%  or  just  over  1 in  4 had  a fixed  bath.  This 
ratio  -will  have  been  altered  slightly  by  the  number  of  new  private 
houses  built,  but  the  number  of  houses  which  existed  in  1950  and 
were  -without  baths  will  have  not  significantly  altered. 

The  desired  result  of  improvement  grants  is  not  being  attained, 
and  families  continue  to  suffer  World  War  1 conditions  in  this 
nuclear  powered  age. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  is  too  involved  for  the  average  citizen  and 
necessitates  the  use  of  too  many  forms.  If  the  end  was  to  achieve 
a higher  rent  income  for  owners  for  the  same  standard  of  housing — 
then  this  has  been  achieved.  I believe  owners  needed  a larger 
income  and  I hope  that  the  houses  will  benefit. 

35  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 
Application  No.  17  was  withdrawn  and  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
issued  under  pre-vdous  legislations  were  cancelled. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Gloss,  F.I.Hsg.,  Housing  Manager  has  supplied  the 
following  information  in  respect  of  Council  Houses  as  at  31st 
December,  1957  : — 

Prior  to  the  late  War  : — 


Act  under 
which 

Bedrooms 

Bungalows 

Old 

constructed 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Prefabs  Persons  Flats 

Total 

1919 

— 

250 

— 

— 



250 

1923 

— 

154 

— 

— 



154 

1924 

92 

158 

— 

— 



250 

1925 

102 

344 

30 

— 

6 — 

482 

1930 

44 

56 

30 

— 

— — 

130 

Totals  . . 

238 

962 

60 

— 

6 — 

1,266 

Post  War  : — 

Year 

Bedrooms 

Bungalows 

Old 

constructed 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Prefabs  Persons  Flats 

Total 

1946 

— 

1 

— 

50 



51 

1947 

4 

36 



— 



40 

1948 

4 

53 

— 

80 



137 

1949 

2 

39 

— 

13 

8 — 

62 

1950 



57 

1 

— 



58 

1951 

8 

48 

— 

— 



56 

1952 

6 

58 

— 

— 



64 

1953 

10 

86 

1 





97 

1954 

18 

111 

1 

— 



130 

1955 

30 

175 

— 

— 

— 8 

213 

1956 

26 

174 

— 

— 

18  — 

218 

1957 

38 

193 

— 

— 

85  36 

352 

Totals  . . 

146 

1,031 

3 

143 

111  44 

1,478 

PART  IX.— FOOD  HYGIENE. 

All  butchers  shops  and  cafes  (24  and  1 1 respectively)  have  been 
inspected,  and  where  necessary  a written  intimation  has  been  sent 
drawing  attention  to  conditions  which  do  not  reach  the  proper 
standard.  Other  food  shops  are  being  inspected  and  like  action 
taken. 

Many  shopkeepers  do  not  realise  the  scope  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  in  spite  of  pubhcity  given  nationally  and  locally,  and 
others  are  prepared  to  wait  until  someone  tells  them  where  they  are 
going  wrong.  It  is  a local  authority’s  duty  to  administer  the  law 
and  to  publicise  its  requirements,  but  there  is  a duty  on  the  food 
handler  and  food  shop  owner  to  find  out  for  himself. 


22 


Talks,  illustrated  by  film  strips,  have  been  given  to  various 
organisations  and  to  some  of  the  schools.  I would  urge  the  house- 
wife to  demand  a high  standard  of  hygiene  from  the  food  shops,  they 
patronise.  To  the  slmpkeepers  I would  say  the  hygienic  handling  of 
food  displayed  in  a hygienic  unit  is  good  business. 

We  have  a long  way  to  go  to  achieve  perfection,  and  only 
active  co-operation  will  succeed. 

Types  of  Food  Premises. 


Bakehouses . . 

2 

Butchers  Shops 

. . 24 

Wholesale  Grocer.'^ 

1 

Ice  Cream  Sales 

. . 90 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturer  . . 

1 

Fish  Fryers.. 

12 

General  Stores 

. . 186 

Catering  Establishments 

11 

Public  Houses 

. . 34 

Total  . . 

. . 361 

Small  bakehouses  continue  to  diminish  in  number.  Mobile 
food  shops  are  on  the  increase. 

Ice  Cream. 

It  will  be  noted  that  90  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  and  that  there  is  one  business  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream — this  is  a hot  mix. 

18  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  and  17  were  in  Grade  I and  one  was  in  Grade  II. 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods,  etc. 

12  premises  attached  to  butchers  shops  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  sausages  and  cooked  meats.  It  will  be  observed 
that  there  are  also  12  fish  fryers,  but  this  trade  appears  to  be 
suffering  a decline. 

British  Restaurant. 

A report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  in  1956  drawing  attention 
to  the  conditions  of  these  premises.  Extensive  first-aid  repairs 
have  been  carried  out  pending  a decision  as  to  the  future  of  this 
service. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  seven  registered  private  slaughterhouses.  One  of 
these  slaughterhouses  has  been  successfully  reconstructed  with  new 
lairage,  a coohng  room  and  a stunning  pen. 

All  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected,  although  this  involves 
overtime.  The  following  table  summarises  the  number  slaughtered 
and  the  percentage  of  animals  found  diseased  : — 
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TABLE  IV. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part. 
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Weight  of  Meat  condemned  : — 

Tuberculosis  Other  than  TB. 

Carcase  Meat  ..  17  cwts.  1 qr.  41bs.  Nil 

Offal  . . . . 15  cwts.  2 qrs.  7 cwts.  2 qrs.  23^  lbs. 

Diseased  meat  is  collected  by  the  Department  van  and  taken  to 
a firm  who  manufacture  fertilizers. 


Other  Food  Inspected. 


The  following  items  of  food  have  been  surrendered ; — 


22  tins  of  Corned  Beef  . . 

93 

lbs. 

8 ozs. 

2 tins  of  Ox  Tongue 

17 

lbs. 

5 tins  of  Ham  . . 

63 

lbs. 

12  ozs. 

13  tins  of  Meat  . . 

32 

lbs. 

12  ozs. 

312  tins  of  Tomatoes 

..  312 

lbs. 

14  ozs. 

169  tins  of  Fruit  . . 

191 

lbs. 

9 ozs. 

8 tins  of  Vegetables 

5 

lbs. 

7 ozs. 

25  tins  of  -Assorted  Fish 

23 

lbs. 

14  ozs. 

12  tins  of  Milk 

11 

lbs. 

8 ozs. 

1 tin  of  Soup 

1 

lb. 

Cheese . . 

. . 130 

lbs. 

Assorted  Fish . . 

15 

lbs. 

Total 

7 cwt. 

3 qrs.  20  lbs. 

4 ozs. 

Ice  Cream  : 


Ice  lollies  : 


179  brickettes. 

24  tubs. 

19  popular  bricks. 
6 family  bricks. 
45  choc.  bars. 

145  " snowfrutes.” 
11  “ fruities.” 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  Stafford- 
shire County  Council  has  supplied  the  following  details  of  samples 
taken  by  his  Department : — 

Samples  taken  during  the  year,  1957  : — 

Milk. 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . 22 

Channel  Islands  (All  grades)  . . . . . . 9 

Sterilised  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Total  . . 77 


All  milk  samples  were  Genuine. 
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General  Foods  and  Drugs. 

Aspirin  Tablets,  B.P. 
Apple  and  Raspberry  Jam 
Butter 
Biscuits 

Cheese  Cake  Mixture 
Cheese  Biscuits 
Cherries  in  Syrup 
Chewing  Gum 
Chicken  Breasts 
Cocoa 

Cooling  Powders 
Cooking  Fat 
Cough  Linctus 
Coffee 

Corned  Mutton 
Cut  Mixed  Peel 
Dragees 

Ground  Almonds 
Gravy  Powder 
Ground  Mixed  Spice 
Ground  Cinnamon 
Glycerin,  Honey  & Lemon 
Glycerine 

Glauber  Salts,  B.P. 

Ice  Cream 
Irish  Stew 
Gin 


Luncheon  Tongue 
Lard 

Liquorice,  Blackcurrant  & Glucose 

Mushroom  Soupmix 

Margarine 

Margarine  with  10%  Butter 
Meat  Paste 
Olive  Oil,  B.P. 

Plain  Flour 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Sausages,  Pork 
Sausages,  Beef 
Sausages,  Tomato 
Salmon  Spread 
Sauce 

Sardines  in  Olive  Oil 
Sweetened  Cake  Flour 
Soft  Brown  Sugar 
Soft  Drink  Powder 
Swiss  Roll 
Tea 

Tomato  Sauce 
White  Pepper 
Whisky 

Zinc  & Castor  Oil  Ointment. 

Total — 75  Samples. 


Incorrect  Samples. 

Cheese  Cake  Mixture  Contained  Currants,  not  included  in  the  list  of 

Ingredients.  Label  being  amended. 

Glauber  Salts,  B.P.  Consisted  of  Anhydrous  sodium  sulphate. 

Old  stock,  removed  from  sale. 


Milk  Supplies. 

The  milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  2 Order, 
1954,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1954. 

Results  of  samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  County  Council  are 
forwarded  to  this  office  for  information  : — 


■ 

Type  of  Milk 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Pasteurised 

23 

— 

23 

Sterilised  . . 

— 

20 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

31 

— 

31 

T.T.  Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.C.I.  Pasteurised 

4 

— 

4 
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PART  X— CLEAN  AIR. 


Last  year  I wrote  that  it  was  now  the  duty  of  elected  represent- 
atives and  officials  to  examine  the  powers  granted  them  in  the 
Clean  Air  Act  of  1956  and  to  continue  the  progress  from  words  to 
deeds.  I regret  to  report  the  deeds  have  not  been  very  exciting 
ones.  Some  of  the  questions  we  have  to  answer  are  : — 

Q.  What  are  the  more  densely  populated  larger  towns  doing  ? 

A.  Most  have  started  with  Smoke  Control  areas,  and  if  we  can 
contribute  to  clean  air  and  better  health  our  smaller  contribu- 
tion will  be  welcome.  Let  us  lead  if  necessary. 

Q.  The  miners  in  our  community  receive  concessionary  coal. 
How  will  this  be  affected  ? 

A.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  National  Coal  Board 
to  buy  back  such  coal.  I agree  the  price  offered  is  unsatis- 
factory and  I have  every  sympathy  with  the  miners’  case. 
When  we  have  done  our  preliminary  survey  and  found  out 
how  many  miners  will  be  affected,  then  this  problem  must 
receive  special  consideration.  Nevertheless,  the  health  and 
well  being  of  the  community  as  a whole  must  remain  upper- 
most in  our  minds. 

Q.  Coke  is  the  smokeless  fuel  likely  to  be  used  most.  Doesn’t 
it  give  off  more  sulphur  fumes  than  coal  ? 

A.  Coke  burnt  in  a brazier  by  a watchman  will  give  off  fumes  as 
there  is  no  chimney  and  no  control  of  combustion,  but  coke 
is  coal  wdth  a large  quantity  of  volatile  gases  removed.  There- 
fore, coke  is  cleaner  and  gives  off  less  gases. 

Q.  Will  smoke  control  areas  reduce  the  amount  of  coal  required 
to  be  mined  ? 

A.  No.  One  ton  of  coal  produces  about  14  cwt.  of  coke. 

Q.  What  about  industries  which  still  create  a nuisance  by  smoke 
and  fumes  ? (E.g.,  aluminium  recovery,  brickworks,  etc.) 

A.  Processes  with  special  problems  have  been  transferred  from 
local  authority  control  to  the  Alkali  Works  Inspectorate. 

No  method  is  known  whereby  some  plants  can  be  operated 
without  smoke  or  fumes,  but  research  is  proceeding.  The 
greater  volume  of  smoke  comes  from  the  millions  of  house 
chimneys  discharging  at  a low  level.  It  is  only  right  that  we 
should  cure  what  we  can  and  at  the  same  time  see  that  research 
is  made  into  the  other  problems. 
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TABLE  V. 


DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS. 
Deposits  in  tons  per  square  mile  per  Month. 


Month  Norton  Canes 

Brownhills 

Shelfield. 

January 

10.1 

11.8 

12.9 

February 

11.5 

8.9 

8.7 

March 

9.7 

11.1 

18.3 

April 

6.1 

5.9 

7.0 

May 

10.4 

10.7 

11.1 

June 

10.2 

15.2 

11.0 

July 

14.3 

13.1 

50.1 

August 

14.7 

14.9 

17.4 

September 

9.2 

11.0 

5.5 

October 

10.1 

12.3 

11.3 

November 

9.5 

9.8 

8.9 

December 

9.4 

9.7 

8.9 

Totals 

125.2 

134.4 

171.1 

Monthly  Average 

10.43 

11.20 

14.25 
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DEPOSIT  GAUGES  1957 
SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

Seasonal  Average  for  whole  of  District  Tons/sq.  Mile  per  month 


0X4  ^ ^ H 


DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

Tons  per  square  Mile  per  month 


ZO  22 
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TABLE  VI. 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  SULPHUR 

POLLUTION. 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected — in  milligrams  per  100  square 

centimetres  per  day. 


Month 

Norton  Canes 

Brownhills 

Sheffield 

J anuary 

2.2 

3.0 

2.4 

February 

2.7 

2.5 

2.4 

March 

1.5 

4.1 

2.2 

April 

1.2 

1.7 

1.4 

May 

1.2 

1.7 

1.3 

June 

0.8 

1.3 

0.9 

July 

0.7 

3.0 

2.1 

August 

0.3 

0.9 

0.9 

September 

0.9 

1.6 

1.5 

October 

1.1 

2.6 

2.2 

November 

1.5 

2.4 

2.2 

December 

1.7 

2.3 

2.4 

Totals 

15.8 

21.1 

21.9 

Monthly  Average  1.31 

2.25 

1.82 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  delegated  this  Council  a 
Local  Authority  under  the  Shops  Act.  In  1955,  all  shops  were 
circulated  with  an  extract  of  the  Act,  and  this  has  been  followed 
with  visits  (often  in  conjunction  with  visits  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations)  in  order  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  requirements. 
It  is  a difficult  Act  to  operate,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
closing  hours  and  Sunday  opening  provisions.  Quite  frequently 
we  are  aware  of  contraventions,  but  it  is  difficult  to  prove  an  offence 
particularly  when  we  have  already  made  ourself  well  known  in 
connection  with  work  under  the  Regulations. 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  1957  (SULPHUR  DIOXIDE) 
SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

M/Granis/S03  100  sq.  cms./day 


DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

M/Grams/S08  100  sq.  cms./day 


6 / X 3 
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Factories. 

The  Council  are  progressing  with  their  industrial  sites  plan. 
By  co-operation  with  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  the  plans  are  seen 
before  approval  by  the  Council.  It  is  then  possible  to  discuss 
heating  proposals,  processes  which  might  cause  a nuisance  and  the 
provision  of  sanitary  accommodation. 

Inspection  of  factories  have  been  made  as  follows  : — 

(1)  (a)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 


to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  . . . . 2 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  . . . . . . 5 

(2)  (a)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  . . 60 

(b)  Inspections  made  . . . . . . . . Ill 

(c)  Notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found : — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  . . . . . . . . 1 

Want  of  Cleanhness  . . . . . . . . 3 

Remedied  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  provides  a free  service  for  private  dweUings. 


Sewers,  sewage  works,  and  refuse  tips  are  treated  at  regular  intervals. 
Treatments  have  been  carried  out  as  follows  : — 

Rats.  Mice.  Total. 

Local  Authority’s  Property  . . 

4* 

- 

4 

Dwelling  Houses 

.*  83 

12 

95 

Business  Premises 

4 

Total 

4 

103 

♦Consists  of : Refuse  Tips  (three  treatments),  and  Sewage 
Works  (one  treatment). 

There  was  also  a sewer  treatment  carried  out. 

Mortuary. 

A part-time  attendant  looks  after  the  mortuary.  Twenty-four 
bodies  have  been  received  into  the  mortuary  during  the  year. 

The  premises  and  equipment  have  been  well  maintained. 

CONCLUSION. 

May  I again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their  support 
and  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Department,  and  too  thank  the 
Officers  of  other  Departments  for  their  willing  co-operation  in 
matters  of  mutual  interest. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  WILSON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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